Reader Response Toolkit
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Responding to Reading
Reading response allows us to regularly and accurately assess independent reading and small-group instruction. Data from these assessments make it possible to plan appropriate instruction for each individual. Reading response tools can help us assess many skills and strategies such as the following:

· Did the student understand the text?

· Is the student applying particular strategies while reading?

· What strategies are applied most frequently?

· Which strategies should I focus on developing with this student?

· Has the student shown growth over time in his/her ability to apply a particular strategy?

· Can a student retell the story?

· Can the student confirm predictions with evidence from the text?

· Can the student pose relevant questions about the text?

· Can the student answer questions with evidence from the text?

· Can the student make relevant connections to the text?

· Are student inferences based on background knowledge and text clues?

· Does the student use context clues to uncover the meaning of unfamiliar words?

· Can the student identify literary elements?

· Can the student identify examples of figurative language?

· Is the student prepared to discuss a text for a literature circle meeting?

· Did the student select a “just right” text?

· Was the student able to determine important information from the text?

· Was the student able to track his/her thinking through the story?

· Was the student able to trace the development of a resolution in a story?

· Was the student able to track character changes throughout a text?

This document provides some helpful tools for gathering data through reader response. 

Steps for Utilizing Reader Response Tools

1. Identify your purpose for assessment (How will this data help you plan instruction?)

2. Determine whether all students will use the same tool or whether small-groups and individuals will use varied options at the same time.

3. Identify the reader response tool that is well correlated to your assessment purpose. Sometimes, reader response tools will focus on single strategies or skills. If your goal is to determine whether students are synthesizing, (applying multiple strategies simultaneously), reader response tools might focus on two or three goals or strategies. 

4. If all students are using the same reader response tool, provide a whole-class focus lesson during which you 

a. Explicitly state the purpose of the tool as a way to track thinking around the strategy being studied

b. Explicitly model the use of the reader response tool

c. Allow a brief guided practice where students try out the tool with partners 

d. Restate the purpose of the tool as you release students to IR

5. If a small-group of students or an individual will be using the reader response tool, provide a brief focus lesson during which you

a. Explicitly state the purpose of the tool as a way to track thinking around the strategy being studied

b. Explicitly model the use of the reader response tool

c. Allow a brief guided or shared practice where students try out the tool 

d. Restate the purpose of the tool as you continue with reading or instruction
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Sentence Prompts

Sentence prompts illicit specific types of written or oral feedback. Sentence prompts can be used when you are taking notes based on oral discussion during a literature circle, strategy group, guided reading group, or independent reading conference. Sentence prompts can also be used when student respond in writing through journals, letters to the teacher, think sheets, and class charts.
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Journals and Letters

Students can use a journal or letter format to express a more lengthy, in-depth response to text. Booklets, composition notebooks, diaries, or lined journal worksheets can be used for this purpose. Dated entries allow you to assess progress over time.
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         A composition notebook transformed…

Some Ideas for Journals, Letters, and Other Forms Intended to Communicate Thoughts About Texts…

· Diary entries in the voice of a character

· Letter from one character in the text to another

· Letter from one character advising another on future events or decisions

· Journal entries with “photos” (drawings) of the various settings where important events took place

· Letter from one student to another recommending a book

· Letter to the teacher describing the events that occurred in recent reading

· Two-column journal for recording a summary on one side and a reflection on the summary on the other side

· Pictoral journal entry using symbols to represent characters and their actions in a retelling

· Scrapbook depicting “artifacts collected” while “journeying” through a book

· “Photo” (sketch) journal depicting a changing character over the course of a text

· Seasonal celebration card to another student accompanied by a “gift wrapped” book from the classroom library (e.g., Dear Robyn, I chose this book as a gift for you. I thought you might like it because…)

Some journal-writing may be more focused and in response to a teacher provided prompt. Journal prompts are typically multi-layered and more thought provoking than sentence prompts. The same journal prompt can be reused multiple times over the course of a text-reading. As responses to the same prompt change over time, comprehension progress is revealed. Alternatively, using varied prompts can reveal aspects that challenge individual readers. 

When you model response through journal prompts, be explicit about the format and aspects you want included.

Some Ideas for Journal Prompts…

· Did the setting or any of the characters remind you of people or places in your own life? How were they alike and how were they different?

· Does this story or its characters remind you of another story you have read? Does it remind you of a movie? How are they alike? And how are they different?

· If you could change the life of a character in the story, who would it be? What changes would you make? Why would you make these changes? 

· Do you feel sympathy for any characters in the story? Why do you feel this way? Does this character remind you of anyone in your life?

· Do you dislike any characters in the story? What makes you dislike this character? Does this character remind you of anyone in your life?

· Which character do you most identify with in the story? What things do you have in common? What things are different?

· While reading, list some words or phrases that are unfamiliar, interesting, important, or tricky. Describe why you listed these words and phrases. What was special about them? What strategies, if any, did you use to unlock meaning?

· What are your hopes and dreams for the each of the important characters in the story?

· How did a character in the story solve a problem? What personality traits do you think allowed the character to reach this resolution?

· If you could ask any character a question, what would you ask? If you could ask the author a question, what might that be? Explain why you chose these questions.

· Did you hope for a different ending? Write a letter to the author suggesting an alternate ending?

· What message do you think the author is trying to convey? How does he or she get the message across? 

· Which characters have changed over the course of the story? What evidence from the text suggests that these characters have changed? 

· What questions do you have about the story before you read today? As you read and find answers in the text, write about them in your journal. What answers do you predict for those questions that weren’t answered in the text? What makes you think these answers might be correct?
· What did you learn today as you read that you did not know before? What surprised you? Explain why it surprised you?

· As you read today, were any questions answered for you? List the questions that you had and the answers that you came up with from your reading.

· What was your goal for reading today? Did you achieve your goal? What are some possibilities for new goals?
· Describe the same event in the text from the perspective of two different people in the book. Use illustration to convey this perspective further. 
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Sticky Notes

Sticky notes are a way to quickly track thinking about questions, connections, unknown words, predictions, and many other aspects of reading. Sticky notes allow a reader to document thinking directly on or beside the text. This minimizes the distraction of leaving the text while reading. It also helps to keep the focus on the reading rather than the writing, as it involves the recording of simple words and phrases. For struggling readers and writers, sticky note use does not need to involve writing at all. Color-coded stickies allow students to simply mark the text where they encountered connections, surprises, tricky words, or points where they applied strategies. Having a text marker for those points in their reading will help them share their thinking and recall important events. 

Some Ideas for Using Sticky Notes…
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Ask students to hunt for certain types of words (e.g., words ending in –ies)
in their texts. Students can record these words on stickies and classify in their journals.
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Create an anchor chart that suggests open-ended

opportunities for sticky note use
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Provide a whole-class purpose for stickies. This class chart allows independent readers to post findings about their connections to their “just right” texts.

Class Charts

Class charts provide a means for sharing, comparing, and preserving important information about texts. Each student or small group can be responsible for contributing to one line of the chart. Students can record findings directly, use stickies, or have the teacher scribe.

Some Ideas for Using Class Charts…
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Compare text themes through an author or genre study
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Analyze genre or author style, including use of figurative language (e.g., simile)

MCAS-Style Reading Response

Open response questions on the MCAS ask students to read a short text, text excerpt, or poem, and respond to a directed question. We can prepare our students for these types of questions by integrating them in to our reader response repertoire. 

What Texts Do I Use for Open Response Questions Used During Independent Reading?

For lower level readers, a whole text is typically fine to use in place of short text. For higher level readers with lengthier texts such as chapter books, ask that they respond to an open response question using one chapter. You can also incorporate differentiated selections of short text into the independent reading book bags in your class. 

How Do I Tailor These Questions to Match Individual Texts?

Like many of the other tools in this document, open response MCAS questions ask students to apply multiple strategies to a text and then reflect their thinking about that text in writing. The following pages include open response questions taken from the most recent MCAS exams at grades three, four, and five. The specific text references have been deleted so that you can tailor these questions to each student’s independent reading selections. Simply have each student replace the blank spaces with titles, character names, and other information from their specific texts. Be sure to model this in a focus lesson so that students are clear on how a common class question will be tailored to match their specific reading. 

How Do I Score These Prompts if Students are Basing Responses on Different Texts or Text I Haven’t Read?

The MCAS usually asks students to cite evidence that supports their thinking. Ask that your students cite page numbers in addition to descriptions of their evidence. This will allow you to assess the response without having read the text in entirety. Scoring guides for each question are included on pages 21-25. The scoring guides are the same used to assess MCAS responses.

You can reuse these prompts over and over again, as students can just adapt them to new texts they read. Once you have used the scoring guides to assess responses, select exemplars that show what a “4” or “3” might look like. Use these exemplars in focus lessons where you explicitly model how to generate good responses to MCAS-type questions. 

Question 1

Based on your reading of _____________________________, describe three
            (fill in your title here)

___________________________________________ in the chart below.
                  (Pick and record one in the space above: events, characters, or changes)

Support each of your descriptions with evidence from the text in the second column.
	Three _____________

(events, characters, or changes)
	Evidence from the Text

	1. 


	1.

	2. 


	2.

	3.


	3.


Question 2
Based on the story _______________________, describe how _________________’s




     (title of your story)


         (a character from your story)

life is different from ____________________’s life. Support your answer with 



          (another character from your story)

important details from the story.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Question 3
Based on the article your teacher has asked you to read, describe the problems that

 ____________________________________________faced. Support your answer 

(person/people, company, place, or animal that is the focus of the article)
with important details from the article.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Question 4
Read the poem your teacher has given you. Describe the different feelings that the speaker has throughout the poem. Support your answer with important details from the poem.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Question 5
Read the article that your teacher has given you. The article states that

________________________________________________________.
(write the main idea of the article here)
Based on the article, explain why _____________________________ is so important.
                             (main idea of the article here)

Support your answer with important information from the article.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Question 6
Based on the article your teacher has given you, explain how

 _____________________________________________________________.

(main idea of the article here)

Explain your answer with important information from the article.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________




Question 7
Read an Anansi folktale from Africa. Explain how the characters in the story trick one another. Support your answer with important details from the folktale.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Question 8
Explain how ________________________’s feelings change toward

                                                   (character from your story)

 ___________________________________ from the beginning to the end of the story. (another character, a place, or thing from your story)

Support your answer with important details from the story.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________




Question 9
Based on the text, explain

a) why __________________________ was important to ___________________, and

                  (place, or thing from the text)                                                 (character from the text)
b) how ____________________ showed that _____________________ was important

     
    (character from the text)                                  (place, or thing from the text)
    to him/her.

Support your answer with details from the text. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scoring Guide for Question #1

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of THREE items and evidence from the text for each. The response includes important information from the text.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of THREE items and evidence from the text for each. The response includes relevant but often general information from the text.

	2
	The response is a partial description of THREE items and evidence from the text for each. It includes limited information from the text and may include misinterpretations.

	1
	The response is a minimal description of THREE items and evidence from the text for each. It includes little or no information from the text and may include misinterpretations.

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.



Scoring Guide for Question #2

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how one character’s life was different from another character’s life. The response includes important details from the story.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how one character’s life was different from another character’s life. The response includes relevant but often general details from the story.

	2
	The response is a partial explanation of how one character’s life was different from another character’s life. It includes limited details from the story and may include misinterpretations.

	1
	The response is a minimal explanation of how one character’s life was different from another character’s life. It includes few or no details from the story and may include misinterpretations. 
OR
The response relates only minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #3

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of the problems faced by the subject(s) of the article. The response includes important details from the article.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of the problems faced by the subject(s) of the article. The response includes relevant but often general details from the article.

	2
	The response is a partial description of the problems faced by the subject(s) of the article. The response includes limited details from the article and may include misinterpretations.

	1
	The response is a minimal description of the problems faced by the subject(s) of the article. The response includes few or no details from the article and may include misinterpretations. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.



Scoring Guide for Question #4

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of the different feelings the speaker has throughout the poem. The response includes important details from the poem.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of the different feelings the speaker has throughout the poem. The response includes relevant but often general details from the poem.

	2
	The response is a partial description of the different feelings the speaker has throughout the poem. The response includes limited details from the poem and may include some misinterpretation.

	1
	The response is a minimal description of the different feelings the speaker has throughout the poem. The response includes few or no details from the poem. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #5

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of the main idea and why it is important. The response includes important information from the article.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate explanation of the main idea and why it is important. The response includes relevant but often general information from the article.

	2
	The response is a partial explanation of the main idea and why it is important. The response includes limited information from the article and may include inaccuracies or misinterpretations.

	1
	The response is a minimal explanation of the main idea and why it is important. The response includes little or no information from the article and may include inaccuracies or misinterpretations. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #6

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of the main idea. The response includes important information from the article.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of the main idea. The response includes relevant but often general information from the article.

	2
	The response is a partial description of the main idea. The response includes limited information from the article and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies.

	1
	The response is a minimal description of the main idea. The response includes little or no information from the article and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #7

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how each character tricks the other. The response includes important details from the folktale.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how each character tricks the other. The response includes relevant but often general details from the folktale.

	2
	The response is a partial explanation of how each character tricks the other. The response includes limited details from the folktale and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies.

	1
	The response is a minimal explanation of how each character tricks the other. The response includes few or no details from the folktale and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #8

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how character’s feelings change. The response includes important details from the story.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how character’s feelings change. The response includes relevant but often general details from the story.

	2
	The response is a partial explanation of how character’s feelings change. The response includes limited details from the story and may include misinterpretations.

	1
	The response is a minimal explanation of how character’s feelings change. The response includes few or no details from the story and may include misinterpretations. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Scoring Guide for Question #9

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of why something was important to a character in the text and how he or she showed that feeling. The response includes important details from the selection.

	3
	The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate explanation of why something was important to a character in the text and how he or she showed that feeling. The response includes relevant but often general details from the selection.

	2
	The response is a partial explanation of why something was important to a character in the text and how he or she showed that feeling. The response includes limited details from the selection and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies.

	1
	The response is a minimal explanation of why something was important to a character in the text and how he or she showed that feeling. The response includes few or no details from the selection and may include misinterpretations or inaccuracies. 
OR
The response relates minimally to the task. 

	0
	The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.


Think Sheets and Thought Organizers

The following tools can be used by individual students or small groups. These tools can be tailored to best match your grade level, instructional needs, and the needs of your students. 

How Do I Use These Think Sheets and Organizers for Assessment Purposes?

These forms allow us to track student thinking over time. Assigning the same think sheet over multiple texts provides insight into progress around particular strategies. Using multiple response forms for the same text allows you to assess whether students are applying multiple strategies proficiently. 

What Questions Can Be Posed and Answered Through the Use of These Assessment Think Sheets and Organizers?

Many types of questions can be answered through think sheet and organizer assessment. The open-ended nature of these tools allows you to figure out on what level (comprehension, passage, or word level) students are focused. Once the thought process has been revealed, we have evidence that tells us what we need to explicitly model for a student. Open-ended response also provides clues as to where meaning breaks down. 

Is the meaning lost during reading?

Is the meaning lost after reading?

Is the meaning lost when translating thoughts to paper?

Open-ended response also alerts us to when students are moving beyond basic expectations and grasp meaning at a much deeper level.

· What strategies did these students employ to help them develop deep understandings?

· What new texts should we suggest to further develop these strategies and continue to engage this type of student?

Open-ended response addresses questions we have about whether a student has selected a “too-hard” text. A child may read fluently with a high level text. Highly fluent readers are often proficient at locating answers to very directed questions.  This is because they are quickly able to recall and match language from the text to language in the question.

Example: The following text and question is presented to a fluent reader who struggles with comprehension.

Unicorns are mythical creatures. Believed to be bearers of good tidings, unicorns were revered in ancient times. Unicorns have been depicted in many forms of ancient folklore and art. They are usually pictured as white horses with spiraling gold or silver horns.

1. What are unicorns?

2. Why were unicorns revered in ancient times? 

3. How are unicorns usually pictured?

Though this example is full of difficult vocabulary and varying sentence structures, a fluent reader could easily answer these questions. Comprehension issues could be well-masked, if they exist for this student. Open-ended response forces a student to reveal what they know or don’t know on a comprehension level. 

Sample Questions that Can Be Answered through Open-Ended Response? 

· What do my students know about the strategy of…?

· How have my students progressed in their ability to apply the strategy of…?

· What type of instruction should I plan to help improve a student’s ability to respond in this format?

· Where does a student show a weakness in his/her ability to reveal his/her thinking?

· Is their a disconnect between a student’s oral and written abilities to respond to text?

· What sort of support tools can I provide a student in order to help him/her organizing her thinking better?

· On what level is the student engaging with this text?

Character Traits

Choose a character from the story. Which of the following words describe the personality of this character?



humble

brave

courageous

serious

funny

humorous

sad

resourceful

stubborn

loyal

gullible

caring

carefree

selfish

unselfish

generous

self-confident

respectful

considerate

imaginative

inventive

creative

independent

studious


Thinking about Character Quotes

	Page #
	What did the character say?
	Why do you think this is important in the story?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Compare the Important Characters in the Story

What do they have in common? What makes them different?


Character Web

Draw and label your character in the center circle. Write phrases or words that tell about your character on the lines.








Character Responses to Events

	Page
	Event
	Character Response

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Character Grid

	Character:
	
	

	Says/Thinks


	Looks 
	Does
	Others Say/Think

	Character:
	
	

	Says/Thinks


	Looks 
	Does
	Others Say/Think


Character Traits Based on Evidence from the Text

Character Reflections

As you begin to read, choose a character from the story. Imagine you are the character. What do you see as you look at yourself in the mirror? Draw the image of yourself in the mirror below. What are you saying to yourself as you look in the mirror?
[image: image10.wmf]
After reading, imagine you are the same character. What do you see as you look in the mirror now? What are you saying to yourself now as you look in the mirror?

[image: image11.wmf]
Character Development Story Map



curious

bossy

gentle

loving

wild

messy

neat

joyful

smart

calm

mean

rude

polite
How is a character feeling?
Highlight words below that describe how a character in the story feels. Use these words:

· To inspire a drawing of your character with a caption explaining your drawing (Use the words in your caption!)

· In a letter to your teacher describing how a character is feeling

· In a journal entry where you tell how a character feels after an important event in the story

· In a poem about how the character’s feelings have changed

· To discuss your character’s feelings in a literature circle discussion

Title: ___________________________________________
Name: __________________________________

	Facts
	Questions
	Response

	_____________________________
_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	_____________________________
_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	_____________________________
_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________


KWL Nonfiction Chart

What topic will you be reading about?_____________________
Use the chart to find out what you already know, what you wonder about, and what you have learned after reading.

	Know
	Wonder
	Learned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Reactions to the Story

Choose five events from the story. Describe each event. Then, describe your reaction to each event. 

Some Ideas for Reactions…

How did it make you feel? Does it create new predictions or change old predictions you may have had? Did it surprise you or change the way you feel about a character?

	Event


	Personal Reactions

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Retell Map

Responding to Reading with Questions

	Question Type
	My Questions
	Sparked by something I read on page…

	Asking about Basic Facts

Example: What is the name of the Momma Bear?


	
	

	Wondering about Predictions
Example: Will Goldilocks learn a lesson from her experience?


	
	

	Why or How

Example: Why did Goldilocks eat porridge that wasn’t hers?


	
	

	Wondering about Connections

Example: Is the story of Goldilocks going to be similar to other stories I have read?


	
	

	Thinking about My Feelings

Example: Why did the ending of the story bother me?


	
	


	Day
	Book Title
	Here’s how I feel about this book/chapter…I feel this way because…
	Minutes
	Parent Initials

	
	
	[image: image12.wmf]
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	S


	
	
	  
	
	
	

	M
	
	
	
	
	
	

	T
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TH
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S
	
	
	
	
	
	


At-Home Reading Response Log

Tracking My Thinking through the Chapters

Book Title_______________ Author________________
Describe important events, characters, and settings, or attach stickies with your notes about the text in each chapter. 
	1


	2
	3

	4


	5
	6

	7


	8
	9


	10


	11
	12

	13


	14
	15

	16


	17
	18

	19


	20
	21


Comparing Folktales

	Title 
	
	
	
	Similarities
	Differences

	Setting
	
	
	
	
	

	Characters
	
	
	
	
	

	Problem
	
	
	
	
	

	Events
	
	
	
	
	

	Title (Con’t)
	
	
	
	Similarities
	Differences

	Solution
	
	
	
	
	

	Magic
	
	
	
	
	

	Illustrations
	
	
	
	
	


Story Map


Title and Author


Setting


Problem


Events


Solution

Story Notes

	Story Title:



	Setting


	Character
	Character

	Character


	Character
	Character

	Problem


	Special Language
	Interesting Parts

	Theme (story message)




Book Comparison Chart

	Title
	Major Characters
	Setting
	Problem
	Solution
	Theme

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Tracking Important Ideas/Details

Important Ideas





Details

Nonfiction Information Web




Retell in Sequence




Cause and Effect

      Cause






Effect

Cause and Effect Chart



One, Two, Three Nonfiction Analysis

Read the text and put it down. Without looking at the text, write everything you learned in the first column. Then, reread the text and write any additional things you learned or remembered in the second column. Repeat this again for the third column.
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	


Did you notice any difference in what you learned or remembered in each column? 

Making Inferences about the Text

Background Knowledge + Text Evidence = A Good Inference!

(BK + TE = GI)

	My Inference
	Background Knowledge that Supports my Thinking
	Evidence from the Text that Supports my Thinking

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Supporting My Thinking with Evidence

	My Thinking
	Evidence from the Text

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Tracking Changes in My Thinking




Storyboard Sketching

Draw the important parts in the story.

	
	
	


Storyboard Sketching

Draw the important parts in the story.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Navigating a Nonfiction Text

As you use each of the features below, describe how it helped you during your reading.

	Feature
	How it Helped Me

	Table of Contents
	

	Headings and Subheadings
	

	Bulleted Information
	

	Bold Print
	

	Photographs/Diagrams
	

	Captions
	

	Glossary 
	

	Index
	


Thinking about Words

If you come across an unfamiliar word as you read, add it to the chart below. Describe how you figured out its meaning.

	New Word
	How did you figure out its meaning?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Literary Elements

If you find metaphors, similes, or other literary elements in your reading, record them in the chart below. How does each help you better understand what the author is trying to say?

	Here’s what I found…
	Page #
	How does it help my understanding?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What I Remember about the Story

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

What I Learned from My Reading

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________


My Book Recommendations

	Title
	Brief Description
	My Rating

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down

	
	
	· Thumbs Up

· Okay

· Thumbs Down


My Book Recommendations

	Title
	Brief Description
	My Rating

(Color the number of stars to represent how much you like the book)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Take a Picture Walk before Reading


Connections

	Connections I made…
	How my connection helped me understand my book…

	To the main character


	

	To other characters


	

	To the problem


	

	To the setting


	

	To events in the story


	


Finding Sensory Image Words

List sensory words you found in your book. Draw or describe the images you created in your mind as you read these words.

	Sense
	Words I Found
	Images in My Mind

	See
	
	

	Hear 
	
	

	Smell
	
	

	Taste
	
	

	Touch
	
	


Monitoring Your Thinking

Stop yourself at two points while reading. Record what you are thinking about in the thought bubble when you stop each time. In the book beside the bubble, cite information from the text that sparked your thinking.

[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf]
page________
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page_______

Make a Movie in Your Mind

Draw or describe the movie playing in your mind as you read.


Story Solution







Snap a Photo[image: image19.png]



Imagine you are taking a photo of an important event in the story. Show your photograph below. Think about the following as you snap your photo:

· Which characters are in the photo? 

· What setting is in the background of the photo?
· What important events are happening in the photo?

Putting the Story Pieces Together



Book Marks

Book Buddies

Name _____________________________Buddy _______________________________

Title ______________________________Date _________________________________

Today I started on page ______ and read to page _____which is a total of _______ pages.

One part I want to discuss is _______________________________________________________________________ .

Book Buddies

Name _____________________________Buddy _______________________________

Title ______________________________Date _________________________________

Today I started on page ______ and read to page _____which is a total of _______ pages.

One part I want to discuss is _______________________________________________________________________ .

Book Buddies

Name _____________________________Buddy _______________________________

Title ______________________________Date _________________________________

Today I started on page ______ and read to page _____which is a total of _______ pages.

One part I want to discuss is _______________________________________________________________________ .

Book Buddies

Name _____________________________Buddy _______________________________

Title ______________________________Date _________________________________

Today I started on page ______ and read to page _____which is a total of _______ pages.

One part I want to discuss is _______________________________________________________________________ .





Literature Circle Reflections

Name_______________________
Date_________________________

Book Title__________________________________________________

Discussion Prompt:

Before: Respond to the prompt before meeting with your literature circle group.

After: Respond to the prompt after meeting with your literature circle group. Did you change your thinking in any way? If so, why?

Literature Circle Bookmark

Name ____________________________________

Read to page ________ by _______________________________ (date).

My Question: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write a short summary on the back of this slip of paper. Include only the most important events.

Literature Circle Bookmark

Name ____________________________________

Read to page ________ by _______________________________ (date).

My Question: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write a short summary on the back of this slip of paper. Include only the most important events.

Literature Circle Bookmark

Name ____________________________________

Read to page ________ by _______________________________ (date).

My Question: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write a short summary on the back of this slip of paper. Include only the most important events.

Literature Circle Bookmark

Name ____________________________________

Read to page ________ by _______________________________ (date).

My Question: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write a short summary on the back of this slip of paper. Include only the most important events.

Literature Circle Discussion Log

Title and Author:

For Discussion Date:

Reading Assignment:

A part that I would like to share with my group: 
(Include the page number.)

One question that I have about the reading:

Wonder Words: Write three words from your reading that you wonder about and want to discuss with your group. 
(Include page numbers.)
__________________
___________________
___________________

Literature Circle Discussion Log

Title and Author:

For Discussion Date:

Reading Assignment:




Discussion Ideas for Literature Circle Meetings

Respond to a part of the book that . . .

· Makes you laugh

· Makes you wonder

· Surprises you

· You don’t understand

· Has interesting words

· Reminds you of another book

· Reminds you of something that has happened in your life

· Makes you sad or upset

· Was your favorite part

In all cases, cite the text! 

Choose a Purpose for Reader Response





Determine Whether the Tool Will Be the Same for All, or Differentiated 





Whole-Class Uses the Same Reader Response Tool





Small Groups and Individuals Use Varied RR Tools 





Teach Use of the Tool Through a Whole-Class FL





Teach Use of the Tool Through a Small-Group or 1:1 FL





Explicitly State the Purpose for the Tool 





Explicitly Model Use of the Tool





Provide Brief Guided Practice





Restate Purpose and Release for IR or Instruction











successful


responsible


helpful


dreamer


happy


disagreeable


conceited


leader


demanding


bossy


gentle


loving


proud


wild


messy


neat


joyful


cooperative


lovable


ambitious


quiet


curious


witty


fighter








What made you choose these words to describe the character? What evidence from the text supports your choices?





bold


patriotic


fun-loving


energetic


cheerful


thoughtful


calm


rude


mean


daring


dainty


busy


lazy


honest


mischievous


friendly


adventurous


hard-working


timid


shy


determined


intelligent














This book made me feel like…


I would recommend this book to someone who…


I think the message conveyed by the author is…


One piece of important information I uncovered is…


I was surprised when…


I can relate to…


I’d like to find out if…


The resolution in the story happens when…


I think _____ because in the text it says…


I can tell the character ____ feels ____ because…


I was confused when…


A strategy of _____ helped understand the text because…








frustrated


happy


hopeful


humiliated


impatient


indignant


guilty


infuriated


irritated


jealous


joyful


jubilant


lonely


lazy


loving


mischievous


miserable


nervous


nonchalant


optimistic


mortified


patient


patriotic


perplexed


preoccupied


proud


puzzled


relaxed


resentful


pessimistic


sad


satisfied


scared


shocked


skeptical


selfish


shy


stubborn


surprised


suspicious


terrified


thoughtful


timid


vulnerable








Journal Prompt Bookmark


Respond to your independent reading in your journal.





Begin each response with the book title and the


date of your journal entry.





Retell the events in the story.


Ask questions about things that confuse you or that you wonder about.


Describe your feelings about the events.


Describe your feelings about characters.


Copy down a quote from a character and tell why you think it’s meaningful.


Describe your favorite part.


Make a prediction about what will happen next.


Tell how you would react if you were one of the characters in the story.


Describe a part that surprised you.


Does the author use any strong imagery in the story (similes, metaphors, etc.)? Give examples.


Write a letter to the author or a character.


Draw pictures or create graphic organizers.


�





 	Some Ideas for Prompts…





I wonder…					


I notice…					


I predict…					


I like…						


My question is…				


A connection I have is…			


The problem in this story is…			


The word _____ was tricky for me so I …	


I can tell this book is “just right” because…	


One change I notice in the main character is…	


When I read the words____ I could picture…	











Choose one character from the story.


Which of the words below describes this character?





My character is…








Words that describe my character are…








I think these words describe my character because in the text…





afraid


angry


annoyed


anxious


argumentative


ashamed


belligerent


bewildered


bold


bossy


brave


calm


carefree


caring


cautious


cheerful


confident


confused


content


courageous


cranky


curious


daring


defiant


depressed


desperate


determined


devious


disappointed


disgusted


dismayed


elated


embarrassed


excited


exhausted


friendly


frightened











I’ve been wondering why…





I’d like to talk to my group about…





I’d like to ask them…





funny


sad


giving


caring


selfish


friendly


shy


proud


busy


lazy


responsible


helpful


honest








Character











After











How does the character act?








How does the character feel?








Cause











Before











How does the character act?








How does the character feel?








Journal Prompt Bookmark


Respond to your independent reading in your journal.





Begin each response with the book title and the


date of your journal entry.





Retell the events in the story.


Ask questions about things that confuse you or that you wonder about.


Describe your feelings about the events.


Describe your feelings about characters.


Copy down a quote from a character and tell why you think it’s meaningful.


Describe your favorite part.


Make a prediction about what will happen next.


Tell how you would react if you were one of the characters in the story.


Describe a part that surprised you.


Does the author use any strong imagery in the story (similes, metaphors, etc.)? Give examples.


Write a letter to the author or a character.


Draw pictures or create graphic organizers.


�





Nonfiction Literature Circle Ideas





Come to your literature circle to talk about…





Main Ideas


What are the main ideas of the book? How can you summarize these ideas when talking with your group?





My Questions


Make a list of questions to discuss about the book with your group. Put a star next to the most interesting questions. Highlight a question that doesn’t seem to be answered in the text.





My Favorite Part


Cite the page number of your favorite part. Describe why you liked it.





My Reflections


What surprised you? What is the most important things you learned? How could this information be useful to you? Would you recommend this book?





�





Nonfiction Literature Circle Ideas





Come to your literature circle to talk about…





Main Ideas


What are the main ideas of the book? How can you summarize these ideas when talking with your group?





My Questions


Make a list of questions to discuss about the book with your group. Put a star next to the most interesting questions. Highlight a question that doesn’t seem to be answered in the text.





My Favorite Part


Cite the page number of your favorite part. Describe why you liked it.





My Reflections


What surprised you? What is the most important things you learned? How could this information be useful to you? Would you recommend this book?
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Title 





Beginning 





Middle 





End 





Characters	 





Setting 





Characters 





Setting 





Characters 





Setting 	





Character:





Personality Trait:








Personality Trait:





Personality Trait:








Personality Trait:








Evidence:


























Evidence:


























Evidence:


























Evidence:
























































Page #______





Page #______




















Page #______








Page #______
































































































































Event





Cause





Cause





Cause





Effect





Effect





Effect





Bookmark





Wonder Words


________________________�________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________
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Questions























�





Bookmark





Wonder Words


________________________�________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________





�








Questions























�





Bookmark





Wonder Words


________________________�________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________


________________________





�








Questions
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My thinking before reading…





My thinking after reading some of the text…





My thinking changed because…





My thinking after reading some more…





My thinking changed because…





Title





The pictures make me think this book is about…





Do I think this book might be fiction or nonfiction?





Here’s what I think I already know…





Here’s what I think I might learn…

















Problem





I predict the solution will be…








Solution





The actual solution was…








This solution makes me feel…





Characters





Big Events





Setting





   Problem 


and Solution
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